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Spring Newsletter 2026

Dear all
To quote Izaak Walton May is the month when the countryside is “sweet and full of days and roses”.  Somewhat later Matt Munro sang of the days of wine and roses. Whichever your preference I hope you are looking forwards to the warmer days, the hatch and the tug on a tightening line. 
I know that stocking is an emotive subject – even within the committee there are strongly held opposing views. However we have decided to continue our policy of “gentle” stocking, hopefully striking a balance that enables both the proficient and the less talented or experienced anglers get the chance of some good sport.  After a difficult winter, the river is in good condition and I encourage you all to make the most of it.
There is unfortunately a chance you will come across paddlers with no right to be there. Your committee continues to fight them but is frustrated by their refusal to engage with us. We will however persist. In the meantime may I remind you to be civil to the miscreants at all times. We gain nothing by being aggressive and you may assume that they will be filming every encounter to use against us. Conversely however we would welcome footage/pictures  of the canoeists, preferably timed and dated to help us gather evidence of their activity and potential damage to the environment and health & safety risk they pose. 
Back on dry land I am aware that at least one member has been given a parking charge notice while legitimately exercising the rights to pass through the Meadows car park to park inside our own space at the rugby club. I would remind you that the Club has made it clear to the car park operatives that we do not accept their rights to levy charges in these circumstances and ask that anyone else faced with this problem informs me immediately. We will take up the matter with our mutual landlords, the Key Estates who support our stance as we are already supporting the member concerned 
Meanwhile further down the river, Severn Trent continue to work on their new vehicle bridge into their Lea Bridge works. We are told the works should be finished by mid summer  whereupon we will be able to pass under the said bridge on both banks. Our current view is that it might open up some nice opportunities in a section not used much at present. In the meantime please avoid the area during their working hours. 
At Homesford, Severn Trent are planning some very major works to their site there.  To assist they have asked if they can use part of our meadow land as a compound for their equipment for a period of up to four years. We are in discussions on this including the extent and type of compensation we would receive. Any compound would be well away from the river itself. I will be able to update members on this at the AGM
As you will be aware we have pushed the AGM back this year to give us more time to work on various legal matters of which more below. The AGM has now been fixed for Saturday 8th August and will take place at the Gothic Warehouse at Cromford Mill, so a short walk from our own carpark, After the AGM we shall repair to Homesford Meadow where we will enjoy our now annual barbecue, We have had an excellent turnout for both events in the past  and we hope that the coming together on the same day encourage even more to attend not withstanding the holiday season.   
I make no apologies for saying that the AGM will be one of the most momentous in the clubs long history. I have referred several times before to the problem we face as an association of members that has no independent legal standing:
1) We need trustees to hold assets on behalf of the members and if these are not regularly refreshed we are great risk of losing valuable rights.
2) As members we are all collectively at risk should the club face a catastrophic claim in excess of our assets.
3) The Committee are particularly exposed being the easiest  for any claimant, frivolous or otherwise to identify and attack

Many clubs face the same issue. Many have responded by becoming limited liabilities companies. For various reason to do with the holding of our land and fishing rights, this will not work for us so we have had to come up with another solution which solves these problems but does not disturb the rights of members.  We are fine tuning our thinking right now but will be presenting a full picture to you at the AGM. Explanatory papers together with all the usual papers for the meeting will be sent to you at least 28 days in advance. I will be inviting any questions both prior to and on 8th August when members will be asked to vote on a number of proposals including changes to the constitution, the management of the Club and the use of new legal entities. 
As part of these changes the process of updating the Land Registry to make sure our interests are protected is now well under way. My huge thanks to all those who have acted as trustees in the past and the enthusiastic support of all those still around in supporting what we are doing. 
Unfortunately none of us live forever and not all trustees are still with us. We are therefore having to go through the laborious task of proving our ownership of several pieces of river bank with the help of death certificates. Some we already have but I would be very grateful if any member could shed any light on what happened to any of the following former members:   
Fred Cooper
Allen Berrill
John Wilson
James Henry Sharp
Stanley Miles

Please email me on sjtleawood@gmail.com if you can help.
 
Finally, as always I would like to pay tribute to your committee members who give both time and expertise to the Club and you, the members. In particular I would like to record my thanks to Steve Dalby who has now stepped down from the Committee after sterling work on and around the river and to Ian Evetts who has stepped back from a co-optee role because of other commitments but whose work on the IT systems the history of the Club and all the work for the 150th anniversary have been immense. The whole Club has benefitted from their commitment
Dr Nick Everall has agreed to step up to the committee and as a renowned scientist in the field of aquaculture this will be of huge benefit to us all. We are still looking for other members to join the Committee and  I would love to hear from anyone who might be interested either as a full member or even as a specialist subject co-optee.    As I said in my last newsletter it is always good to rotate members on and off the Committee over time to share the load and bring fresh ideas to the table. We would be delighted to have you join our friendly team
Have a good  season,  plenty of tight lines and I look forward to seeing you on 8th August at the AGM and barbecue. 


Stephen Taylor - Chairman
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