Dear Member

I hope by now that you had had the chance to get down to the river and sample the excellent sport it has provided.  We are continuing to test the water regularly and can confirm it is in excellent health not withstanding a couple of recent Severn Trent incidents. We have met with their representatives and are actively working with them not only to avoid repeats (and to alert them where necessary) but also improve the general environment on the river. They have agreed to put together a working party to do a day’s work alongside one of our own working parties. 
The river has been restocked again this year with 400 brownies and we intend to put another 400 in in July. We are discussing with the EA the optimum stocking policy including other options to improve still further the biosphere and will report back on this later in the year. 

I would like to thank all those that attended the March AGM and for the support you gave to your committee. Your feedback on the occasion would as always be very welcome.

I have been asked to clarify a couple of points arising from the agreed changes to the Club constitution and rules:

1) A new rule permits a member to suspend his/her membership for up to two years for any reason. The old rule required a medical certificate but we recognise that there might be other legitimate reasons for wanting to suspend such as a work secondment away from the area. Suspension means not paying membership fees but it is possible to return without paying the usual joining fee. However, and as a quid pro quo for widening the availability, the return is now conditional on there being space at the time of the application to return. While the committee will always try to accommodate returning members we simply cannot hold lots of spaces open for non-paying members. To be clear though, we are not applying the rules retrospectively. Anyone who suspended under the old (medical) rules can come back automatically within two years of their original suspension. 

2) The new rules also remind all members that we expect a contribution above and beyond the simple membership fee. Historically this has taken the form of mandatory attendance at working parties. However, recognising that this is not always possible for members, the new rules allow members to offer something else in lieu. To be clear, this does not mean paying more money.  Your six person committee works extremely hard all year round on your behalf but really does need more input from members.  In particular we urgently need people with the time and/or expertise to help us with both PR/Social media and with historical and legal research. This does not need to be onerous and can indeed be highly enjoyable but it needs to be done! If you are interested at all please contact any member of the committee to find out more. 

You will recall from the AGM papers that we are approaching our 150th anniversary as a club. We are thinking about what we might do to celebrate: we have already set a target of planting 150 new trees but I think we can do better than this and that we can build bridges to the local community by increasing our public profile - work that was already started with new signage etc. Should we invite the press to our water? Would you like to make the 150th AGM more of an occasion, perhaps with a celebrity speaker instead of just listening to me drone on? Coming up with ideas and helping us make it happen would be a very good example of a contribution in lieu of attending a working party. 

Building our profile and supporter base is an excellent way of boosting the defence of our water and we continue to monitor closely the activities of the canoeing fraternity.  While we are not averse and indeed welcome the education of young people in river life (including angling life) we need to ensure that this is done in a way that is safe, environmentally friendly and does not prevent us from enjoying our sport in the peace and quiet that we pay for. The ball is presently in the canoeists’ court to tell us how they might achieve this. 

Meanwhile a recent incident reminds us that we need to be alert to the dangers of poachers. The recent works on the Lea Road have, if anything, improved the access for miscreants. Please take photos of any suspicious activity and alert both the police and the River team but please also take care of yourself and do not put yourself in any position of danger. 

Best wishes for a wonderful summer. Enjoy the river and remember - always carry your EA licence and remember to fill in your catch return when you get home. 

Tight lines

Stephen
